Even in war, there are codes 
of conduct that must be 
abided by and, when there 
are transgressions, enforced. 
In this respect, he is the law. 
Though an AUTOBOT by 
allegiance, he fulfils a 
largely autonomous role, 
investigating, assessing and— 
if necessary—punishing 
those who cross the line drawn 
in the sand, His name is... 


.. ULTRA MAGNUS. 


‘Special thanks to Hasbro's Aaron, 

Archer, Elizabeth Griffin, Amie 

Properties Lozanski, and Richard Zambarano 
roup for their invaluable assistance. 


To discuss this issue of Transformers, or join 
the IDW Insiders, or to check out exclusive Web 
offers, check out our site: 


www.IDWPUBLISHING.com 
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‘HE'S HERE, NOW, INSIDE 


| YOUR PERIMETER...” 


YOU DON'T KNOW 
HIM, LORCHA, HE'LL 
FIND A WAY. HE'S— 


WE CAN DO THIS MY WAY... 


DATAFILE NUMBER 
6-185-881/SWINDLE. 
ALLEGIANCE: DECEPTICON. 


LIKE A DEMO? | 
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DO SO AGAIN, 
FOR OTHER 
WAN 


ITED 
CYBERTRONIANS... fi 


“AND I'LL BRING THE 
| WALLS OF ZULL 
- TUMBLING DOWN.” 


NAL DECEPTICON 
c ND _HUB, SWINDLE. 
NO DOUBT TO FACE A 
MILITARY TRIBU Dp 
COURT-NAI 


» SEE, I'M NOT SO 
SURE. IN MY EXPERIENCE, 
EVERYONE—NO MATTER 
HOW UNBENDING THEY 
MAY SEEM—WANTS. a 
SOMETHING petra 


NO. NOTHING 
YOU HAVE 

OFFER WOULD MAKE 

ME COMPROMISE MY 
SWORN DUTY. 


ONE OF THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL 
TENETS OF THE ALLIED CODE OF 
INTERPLANETARY CONFLICT |S 
THE NON-INTERACTION ACCORD... 


“WHICH LIM/TS. THE 
SHARING OF 
CYBERTRONIAN 
SCIENCE. 


HOW I'D DEARLY 
LOVE TO CLOSE 4) EVEN IN A WAP, THERE APE 
THAT PARTICULAR RULES—CODES OF PRACTICE 
DATAFILE. AND CONDUCT THAT MUST BE 
ABIDED By. AND WHERE IT IS 
My JOB TO ENFORCE 
THOSE RULES. 


..IT WOULD APPEAR, 
BASED ON SHEER 
VOLUME OF 
TRANSGRESSIONS, IT IS 
SCORPONOK'S LOT IN 
LIFE TO BREAK THEM. 


SCORPONOK'S GOT A 
PARTICULARLY BAD KNACK 
SEEKING OUT 


«AND POOLING 
RESOURCES TO CREATE 
NEW AND DEADLY 
VARIATIONS ON A 
MILITARISTIC THEME. 


THE MUTUAL ASPECT OF THE 
ARRANGEMENT LASTS ONLY AS. 
LONG AS IT TAKES SCORPONOK TO 
ABSORB THE CHOICEST CUTS OF 
LOCAL INNOVATION AND’ 
INFRASTRUCTURE. AFTER WHICH... 


<.HE CAREFULLY 
ERASES ALL TRACE 

OF HIS MACHINATIONS 
AND MOVES ON. 


Mittin 


oe ae: 


GRUDGINGLY, I CONCEDE THAT 
SWINDLE IS RIGHT. IF HE KNOWS 
SCORPONOK'S CURRENT 
WHEREABOUTS, AND IF THAT 
KNOWLEDGE MEANS I CAN TAKE 
HIM UNAWARES, BEFORE HE HAS. 
A CHANCE TO CUT AND RUN.. 


BUT IS IT ENOUGH TO MAKE 
ME “BEND?” IN MY BOOK, ONE 
COMPROMISE LEADS TO 
ANOTHER... AND ANOTHER... 
AND PRETTY SOON... 


YOU'VE CROSSED 
THE LINE YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED TO BE 

HOLDING. 


a) 
OF ANY WORTH TO HIS NAME. 


IHEREUPON THE NANO-TAG 
\PPLIED WITHOUT HIS. 
WLEDGE WILL LEAD HIM. 

HT BACK INTO REACH OF 

My LONG ARNS. 


ACCORDING TO SWINDLE, THE 
CORPORATE FRONTAGE 

H] MASKS AN INNER CIRCLE OF 

MAVERICK SCIENTISTS KNOWN 


ZARA, THE ORGANIZATION’S: 
RECLUSIVE CHAIRMAN. 


ST 
LINK TO SCORPON' 


SCORPONOK'S MODUS. SS 
OPERAND! IS TO DISAPPEAR || 
INTO THE BACKGROUND AND [fie 

OPERATE THROUGH DUMMY 

ORGANIZATIONS AND 


REPLICATED IDENTITY 
DOCUMENTS AND A CERTAIN 
AMOUNT OF CREATIVE 
COMMERCIAL BLUSTE GET 
My HOLOMATTER 
SIMULCRUM PAST SECURITY 


AND RECEPTION... 
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CAN I REACH HIM 
BEFORE HE STRIPS OUT 
ALL THE ESSENTIAL 

DATA AND HARDWARE. 


--AND STEPS OUT 
WHATEVER BACK 
DOOR HE'S 
INSTALLED? 


AND SUDDENLY I'M WONDERING 
ABOUT THAT BIO-ENGINEERED 
NEBULAN AND HOW, PERHAPS, 
SCORPONOE'S INTENT IS TO 
TAKE THE SYNTHESIS OF ALIEN 
AND CYBERTRONIAN TO A 
WHOLE OTHER LEVEL. 


IUST BECAME AN [FF 
EVEN GREATER |] 
PRIORITY! 


ON. BUT I'M ON THE 


VERGE OF SOMETHING | Wh 
Quite BREATHTAKING |BpL f/ 
IN SCOPE HERE. 


Se 


SOMEHOW, DRIVEN 7 f e ¥ 


TREAK 
‘SELF-PRESERVATION... 


«HE'S IN THE 
WIND AGAIN. 4 
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I CHECK, BUT THE ARTIFICIAL 
WORMHOLE GENERATOR HAS 
AUTOMATICALLY RESET 
ITSELF, PURGING ITS LAST 
VECTOR-COORDINATES IN 
THE PROCESS. 


S, NTY-N 
STELLAR CYCLES LATE 


UP TO HIS OL! 
TRICKS AGAIN. I 
BRINGING HIM 
RENDEZVOUS WITH THE 
DECEPTICON H/GH 
JUSTICE ON 
KARASHI-DELTA. 


1/z= > 
| 
AND By THE TIME I'M feck. 
UP ON MY FEET... = 
, 


LWEVER FORGET THAT VO\ 
PASSES I START TO WONDE! 
FAR WILL I GO TO GET THI 


